
1. Don’t wait until the last minute to  
create your display - Plan ahead 

2. Make sure your information is        
accurate - you can cite your sources 

3. Adults can help, but do most of  the 
work yourself  - you will be more 
knowledgeable at your interview 

4. Be creative 

5. Select a suitable topic for your age, 
skills, and knowledge 

6. HAVE FUN! 

 CHOOSE the type of  exhibit you 
want. Most exhibits have display 
boards, specimens, interactive pieces 
or diagrams. 

 PREPARE a to-do list. What supplies 
do you need? How much will it cost? 
Where will you find info? What are 
the important points you want to    
discuss? 

 GATHER information. Use the      
library, internet, personal interviews, 
surveys, etc... to gather and connect 
your information. 

 CONSTRUCT your display. Make 
sure your project flows before sealing 
it all down. Have an outline prepared 
so you can explain your points. 

Consider the following qualities of  a well-
designed display when creating your own: 

 ATTRACTIVE - Neat, clean, and   
artistically balanced with interesting 
objects, visuals, and colors. 

 BRIEF - Well organized and simple, 
with five or fewer main ideas and only 
enough text to support them.          
Illustrations should be simple to     
understand and bold in design.  

 CLEAR - Your theme should be clear 
and understood quickly. 

 SAFE - All items on display should be 
safely attached so no one is injured. 
Live ammo, knives, or arrow tips are 
not allowed on any exhibit. 

Simple and uncluttered  

Visual sequence 

Symbols, graphics, and words 

Strong center of  interest 

Readable text 

Creative 

Concise 

Neat and clean 

Durable and safe 

All display items securely attached 



An display is a structure that tells a single 
story and communicates a theme through 
visual presentation (i.e. drawing, photo, 
object, interactive media, tri-fold board, 

etc.) and written or recorded text. 

Information adapted from Tell a Story with a Blue 
Ribbon Exhibit published by the University of Minnesota 

Extension Service and the 2017 Colorado State Fair 
Syllabus. 
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1. The topic comes to life (dimension/
motion/lighting/sound) 

2. Audience can understand 
project points 

3. Topic appeals to all ages 

4. Display is memorable 

5. Topic helps your audience 
to learn something new 

6. Your message flows from point to 
point  

7. Includes color, clip-
art, graphs, pictures 
(but don’t over do it) 

8. Familiar examples and 
experiences  

9. Record book can be clearly read and 
displayed (3 ring binders encouraged) 


