For Immediate Release
Contact: Susan Carter, CSU Extension, Tri River Area Horticulture Agent susan.carter@colostate.edu 970244-1850
(Grand Junction, CO) The Colorado State University Extension, Tri River Area, Horticulture Department has
received a $7,500 grant from the Colorado Garden Foundation for the Tri River Area Arboretum and
Demonstration Garden Xeriscape and Pollinator Project.
In spring of 2017, the Mesa County office of the Tri River Area of Extension received a $7500 grant to support
the remodeling of an existing bed in their Arboretum/Demonstration Gardens located at the Mesa County
Fairgrounds at 2775 Hwy 50, Grand Junction, CO. The goal was to create a xeric garden with different plants
including natives to attract pollinators and to demonstrate cutting edge methods of gardening.
The garden was started by removing unwanted plants and weeds. Small boulders and soil were placed to
create a berm that would provide crevices for plants to grow in and a visual break of the landscape. The soil
was donated by Mesa County fairgrounds and the boulders by a Master Gardener. The irrigation system was
adjusted for the berm. Plants were purchased from Chelsea Nursery, Fort Collins Nursery and High Country
Gardens. Some Plant Select varieties, which is a plant development program between CSU, Denver Botanic
Gardens and the Green Industry. Other plants are natives. We wanted to showcase the use natives and Plant
Select plants to develop a pretty garden or landscape. Plants were planted using CSU Extension planting
recommendations by CO Master Gardeners.
Flagstone stepping stones and the mixed rock were place once plants were in the ground and another round of
weed control occurred. New techniques using rock that is a mixture of sizes from 1.5” down to fines were used
without the use of weed fabric. The theory is that the fines will settle down and the larger rock will shade the
fines allowing moisture to be held and a reduction in weed germination. Of course there are other factors like
“are there any weed seeds in the rock?” Our rock came directly from the quarry so there should be few seeds.
Plants have been labelled, so this is truly a teaching garden and a shepherd’s hook and chain fence was
erected to help keep people and animals out of the bed. Curbing will complete the gardens by providing a
good defined walkway and bed perimeter.
This grant was also applied for to assist with teaching Master Gardeners and the community research based
gardening techniques. New tools were purchased to be used for teaching and volunteering opportunities.

Thanks to the Colorado Garden Foundation who continues to support such groups
as CSU Extension to provide the opportunity to bring relevant gardening projects to
the communities of Colorado.
To date Colorado Garden Foundation has awarded more than $7.8 million

to fund horticulture related grants & scholarships for the benefit of the
state of Colorado!

