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Flood-Related Diseases in Powltr
and Livestock

If your fields or farm buildigs have been flooded, takgesial

precautions gainst flood-related diseasespaultry and livestock.
Give animals extra carparticularly if they have been stranded b
flood water and have been offyrdar feedig schedules (see Table
1 for minimal survival rquirements of livestock). Be cautious
whengiving wet feed to livestock. Fegdst a few animals first,
and watch them for severalydabeforegiving wet feed to all stock.
In addition, watch for gins of flood-related diseases.

Blackleg, Anthrax, and Other Clostridial Diseases

Blackleg, caused ¥ micro-oiganisms pread over fields Y
standirg water, is gootentially seriougpostflood disease. It most
commony affects cattle 6 to 24 months old, but it also affects
she@, goats and swine.

Symptoms include acute lamenesspasssion, fever, and swelin
in the hp, shoulder, chest, back, neck or throat muscles. If
untreated, blacktgis usualy fatal within 24 hours after onset.
Treatment my be effective in the earldisease stges. The best
prevention gainst blacklg is inoculation of all unvaccinated
youryg cattle before theareput out onpastures that have been
flooded. Vaccines are available which gtsotect ajainst
malignant edemagas edema) and other water-borne diseases.

Anthrax is another disease whichyrareak out followig
flooding. All animals which die suddenfollowing flooding
should be necqsied ty a veterinarian.

Malignant Edema

Hot, painful swelling at point of infection, hgh fever, loss of
appetite, decreased milroduction, difficult breathig and
convulsions followed Y death are gns of malgnant edema.

This disease Kkills animals 1 or 2ydaafter gmptoms gopear. In its
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early stages, malgnant edema can be successftileated g a
veterinarian. Bothpecific and combination vaccines are available.

Tetanus (Locjaw)

Tetanus is @roblem whenever animals hagencture wounds.
Symptoms includegeneralized stiffness causey mmuscle
contractions. Lgs and tail are extended; the thingebd hovers

over the ge when its head is raised. Animals can be vaccinated as
apreventative, and the disease is treatable in ity stajes.

Foot Rot

Constant eposure to mud and water softens tissues around the feet
of cows and shexgreatl increasig their suscgtibility to foot

rot. Lameness, painful swelling of the hoof, and foul-smellm

dead tissue in thgoace between the claws are commgmgoms

of the disease.

To prevent foot rot and other foot infections, walk cows tigtoa
solution of ceper sulfate (Zpounds of ordingr commercial
bluestone in Hallons of water) as tlydeave the milkig parlor or
stable after thehave been thorghly milked. Put the solution in a
4- to 6-inch dep trough in an allgway or doorwg. As lorg as
cows' feet are stained with thepper sulfate solution, thyeare
reasonalyl protected gainst foot rot.

Mastitis

Organisms in mud and mugdvater can cause severe mastitis.
Coliform organisms are usuglinvolved. Theg cause acute
intoxication (seticemia) in the udder, and death of udder tissue

(gangrene).

To protect cows gainst mastitis, clean their teats thagbly

before milkirg. Wash teats and udders with warm water and a mild
dishwashig detegent before usigthe sanitizig solution. Dy teat
end carefuly with cleanpaper towels beforegplying the milking
machine. Milk the cows carefyll Do not overmilk, and be careful

to prevent inury of teat ends. Ipossible, allow cows to lie down in

a relativey dry, cleanplace. Cows arerobabl better off outside

in a wet mudg pasture than theare in wet, foul indoor stalls.
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“Give animals extra
care, particularly if
they have been
stranded by flood
water and have been
off regular feeding
schedules.”
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Botulism

Botulism, the most commauostflood ailment in chickens, is
caused ¥ organisms in poiled vegetables or degang animal
carcasses. The birds are infected whew &a this material.

Paraysis, difficulty in eatirg and swallowig andgeneral weakness
are ymptoms. The best wato prevent this disease is to confine
chickens well awafrom goiled meat or degang matter.

Horses are also wesuscetible to botulism from drinkig stagnant
water and eatmspoiled food.

Brooder Pneumonia

This disease affects chickens, and results from theirgeagh
moldy feed or from wet litter. @mptoms include fast breathgn
cowghing andgasping. To prevent broodepneumonia, keg
brooders sanitgr give the birds clean litter, clean all utensils and
do not use moldfeed.

Erysipelas
This disease commaonhffects turkgs and swine followig
flooding.

In swine the disease m&e either acute (caugigh fever and

rapid death) or chronic (with devgdment of characteristic skin
lesions). Swine which have not been vaccinatginst eysipelas
should be vaccinated before yrereput into flooded buildigs or
pastures.

Pronpt antibiotic treatment is effectivegainst eysipelas in swine
and turkes.

In turkeys, the disease fgeently affects the snood of toms after
even a sljht injury.
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Table 1. Minimal Survival Rguirements for Livestock

Animals

Dairy cow in
production

Dairy cow, dy

Beef cow, dy

Beef cow with
calf

Weanirg calves

Brood sow with
litter

Brood sow, dy

Weanirg pigs to
market weght

Hens in
production

Broilers

Ewe with lamb
Ewe, dy

Weanirg lamb

Feedper day

Lage breeds: 20 Ib lya

Small breeds: 15 Ibyha
Large breeds: 15 Ib lya

12 Ib hg or 8 Ibground
ear corn, oats or bayle

14 Ib hyor 10 Ibground
ear corn, oats or bayle

8-12Ilbhaor5Ib

ground ear corn, oats or
barley

3 —4 ligrain

1 -2 Ibgrain
1 -4 Ikgrain

Y4 b feed
0.1 -0.2 Ib per bird

4 1b hor 3 Ibgrain
2 |b hgy or 1%2Ib grain

1Y2 -2 Ibgrain

Waterper day

7 Y2 gal in winter
9 gal in summer

7 Y2 gal in summer

5gal in winter
7Y2 gal in summer

7 Y2 in winter
9 gal in summer

3gal in winter
@l in summer

3 —4gal

1gal

1 gt - 1gal

5gal for each 100
hens

&al for each 100
hens

3 qts
2 gts

1qt

* Close quarters increase water and ventilation requirements.
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Space reuiredper head*

20 cows or less — 30 sq ft
21 cows or more — 50 sq ft

5 cows or less — 20 sq ft

30 sq ft
150 sq ft

30 sq ft

40 sq ft

20 sq ft
4-12sqft

1Y/4sq ft
1sqft

32 sqft
16 sq ft

16 sq ft
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